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to reorganize their Police and Gendarmerie, which we shall
do/ The Tsar also said that it was necessary to fortify
the Tchataldja Line very strongly, so that the Bulgarians
should not be able to get in [Constantinople]."2G4
Later Sazonov repeatedly objected that the German
Government had acted unfairly in concealing everything
from Russia about the matter until the news came out in
November. He even complained of it to the King of Ru-
mania at the Constanza meeting in June, 1914. This caused
the Kaiser to make the pertinent, if not parliamentary, com-
ment: "The old liar! I told it in the spring personally
to the Tsar; if he did not inform Sazonov, that is not my
affair, ... If the Tsar did not tell hihi anything of it,
he regarded the matter as not important enough to men-
tion and as wholly natural."265
However, aside from the undoubted discussion by
royalty at the wedding festivities in May, secrecy shrouded
the plans for German officers in Turkey while the Balkan
Wars (including Turkey) were still going on, and while
the details of General Liman's contract were being worked
s«4 Kaiser's marginal note, Dec. 3, 1913; ibid., p. 232; c/. also to the
same effect the Kaiser's statements to Kokovtsev, the Russian Prime
Minister, in November, 1913; ibid., 216, 219 comment 2; M.F.R., p. 638;
Siebert-Schreiner, p. 676 f. Professor Kerner also mentions this marginal
note of Dec. 3 (l.c., p. 18), but later seems to cast doubt upon its trust-
worthiness, for he speaks of "a vague reference in May, 1913," which the
Kaiser "asserts" (p. 25) and "claims" (p. 26) he made to the Tsar and
George V. One might doubt the trustworthiness of the Kaiser's memory
or sincerity in his notes and statements six months after the event, were
it not that this Willy-Nicky-Georgie May conversation is confirmed by
Jagow's contemporary despatch to Lichnowsky (May 27; GP., XXXVIII,
52), and by the fact that the Tsar himself subsequently "admitted that
the plan to send a German Military mission to Turkey had been told
to him by the Kaiser at the time of the marriage festivities in Berlin"
(Pourtales to Bethmann, Jan. 31, 1914; ibid., 307). What King George
replied, when he was asked by Grey about this May conversation, does
not appear (c/. Siebert-Schreiner, p. 705).
265 G.P., XXXYIII, 318. For the quite different light in which Sazo-
nov represented this Constanza conversation in his report to the Tsar, c/.
Adamov, I, 357 f.; UN., H, 378.

